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PARTEEW OOF FOUR 


WELL, IN MY 
EXPERIENCE, FLOWERS 
~ ARE CUT AND DRIED. 

} MURDERS..WWITH MASKED 
ROOFTOP 
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ESSN 
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RAND 


WILLA. 





EACH 
BEGINNING WAS 
PIFFERENT FROM 
THE LAST. 


> WHY DON'T WE 
EXAMINE THE FACTS 
AS WE KNOW 


IS THIS 
HOW YOU USED 
TO START, 
WESLEY? 
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STARTED 
AT THE 
BEGINNING. 
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INY. HOW WHEN I 


UNI 
FIRST SAW HIM HE HAD 
WEAK, MAN'S EYES. 
PALSY. HIS SMELL..OLD. Fy 





CONVERSION BY 





DELL DED Ke fis 
LIFE IN EN le teat? 


— “WADE VON 
ROBNSCN HARRIS ee 
penciler 
RIC / Q. 


JACK KNIGHT CREATED BY JAMES ROBINSON & TONY HARRIS 





THAT'S RIGHT. WITH 
HELILIM. WITH TODAY'S 
LIGHTER ALLOYS TO CON- 
STRUCT THE VESSEL'S 
FRAME. 


EXCEPT 
THE POLICI 
VERED 


WITH THE 
VERTICAL-TAKEOFF 


FOR PLANES LIKE THE 
HARRIER. SUDDENLY THE 
AIRSHIP IS A REALISTIC 

MODE OF TRANSPORTATION. 















ANYWAY, THE POLICE 
ARRESTED BLAINE'S 


INNOCENT, BUT THEN 
mere PAPERS: 







IT LOOKS. AT LEAST, 
KILLER? @f THAT'S THE WAY THE POLICE 
zs Tf THINK IT LOOKS. AND TO BE 


\ TAKING PFOTSHOTS IN THE 
DARK. THE EVIDENCE IS 
INDEED PRETTY 







AND CORROB- 
ORATING DATA 
REGARDING THE 
HIRING OF AN 
ASSASSIN OF 
INTERNATIONAL 
CALIBER TO PO 
THE KILLING WHILE 








WELL, I'M 
YOURS, WESLEY. 
I'M YOUR WATSON. 
YOUR ARCHIE 
GOODWIN. 


ANYWAY, THERE ARE OTHER 
LINES OF INVESTIGATION. 
'S YOLI TAKE ONE, 


PERHAP: 
HELEN'S Bt Caeret ne WHAT'S 


TURNER. YES. 
“THERE WASN'T ENOUGH 
EVIDENCE TO CHARGE 
HIM, BUT I DON'T SEE 
HOW HELEN COULD BE 
INNOCENT WITHOUT 
‘TURNER IN SOME WAY 
BEING GUILTY. 





REX STOUT'S FICTIONAL DETECTIVE, 
NERO WOLFE, WAS TOO FAT TO GET 
ABOUT. ARCHIE GOOPWIN WAS HIS. 
LEG MAN. HE NARRATED THE 

BOOKS, TOO. 


» WELL, I 
MAY NOT BE FAT, 
BUT I DOUBT I'D BE 
TOO EFFECTIVE IN 
ACTION. 


AND IN OUR CAPACITY AS 
FOSSILIZED BOCIALITES, I 
THINK DIAN AND MYSELF i FOUR HOURS 
SHOULD PAY VISITS TO HELEN SHOULD BE ENOLIGH 
TO BLAI TIME. 


AIRSHIP, WARREN GAYLE. 


IN FACT GAYLE AND I 
AREN'T STRANGERS. IN THE 
api wn ae WAS NEW TO THE 
INTRODUCED HIM 
AROUND: * JERHAPS A TRIP TO 
PAY MY CONPOLENCES NOW 
MIGHT Tey OnetINe 
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EVERYTHING 
HE WAS. 


OLP ACTORS. MOVIES SHOW 
THEM YOLING. YOUNG. SHARP. 
COOL. THEY GROW OLD. THEY 
LOSE EVERYTHING THEY HAD. 
THEY GROW WEAK. 


SOMETIMES I THINK 





LINGER ON, GET PUSHED AROLIND 
IN A WHEELCHAIR LIKE CAGNEY, 
GET ALZHEIMER'S LIKE RITA 











BUT NOW I MUST 
CONFRONT WHAT HE 
18. WHAT FATE HAS 





WHICH I WILL HAVE 
TO FACE WITH HIM 
IN TIME AHEAD. 





THEN LATER STILL, /F I Eg vl 
THE BITTER SWEEP OF TH 
DEALER, I MUST ONE DAY PACE 
THE OLD MAN WHO WILL LOOK 
LIT FROM THE M/RROR. 












ANP I'LL GIVE HIM 9.9 
ON THAT ESCAPE. 
g 
ae 





MUCH CONFLUIGION AT THIS TIME. I COME WITH AN OFFER. I 
HELEN'S GUILT SEEMS PRI KNOW A YOLING MAN. A... 
HE err... SUPERHERO. 


DO ME A FAVOR 
IF I WISH IT. IF YOU'D 
LIKE THAT FAVOR TO 
BE INVESTIGATING 
JOHN'S KILLING, I'M 
er I COULD 








ARE YOU IN 
BEHOLP. 


nee 
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IT WILL BE J 
SOMETHING TO 
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(FORTLINATEL. 


SO ALL THI IAL 
SLIPPERINESS LAWYERS USE 
TO MAKE THE EVIDENCE 

b> Las og 5rd Is TO 


AVAIL. 


AT 
THEY HAVE NO DEFENSE 


AN YOU > 
| THINK OF ANYO) 
STRATEGY. GANT SAY Z 
BLAME THEM. = WHO WOULD? 














BUT I DIDN'T KILL 

JOHNNY. I WAS GOING 

TO DIVORCE HIM, YES. 
BUT AS AS 


rs WARREN GAYLE AND 










; AT 
DO YOU KNOW HOW JOHNNY WERE ON GRE? 
TERMS. AND I KNOW 
era WOuLe Ave JOHNNY'S DEATH COMES AT 


ENOUGH. WHY FS x Fl THE WRONG TIME FOR HIM. THEY 
RISK MURDERING HIM 


THAN ENOUGH? 
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BIG SIE HIS OWN SHOES. IT's 


FLOW THE WAIST HE HAS THE 
1, TO BE HONEST, WHEN MY 
DIVORCE CAME THROLIGH, I WAS 





FOR A YEAR OR SO AND THEN 
RO MOVE ONTO SOMEONE 
LSE. 


DIVERT THE FUNDS 
FROM pees os 


HIS JOURNAL DIDN'T SAY 
WHO. ALL IT SAID WAS THAT 
THE ONE WHO HIRED HIM...ONE 

OF A TEAM..\WWORKED FOR 


GAYLE DOESN'T 
KNOW THOUGH. ALL OF 
THIS...BLAINE'S MURDER... 
EVERITHING..|\S TO BRING 
GAYLE DOWN. SHOULD 
WE TELL HIM? 


WELL, YOU CERTAINLY MIGHT 
FIND SOMETHING OUT. GAYLE 
KNOWS MORE THAN HE LETS 
ON. HE HIRED PROTECTION 
WHEN NOTHING IMPLIES HE 
WAS EVEN IN DANGER. 


BUT THE GAYLE 
COMPOUND DEFENSES ARE 
PRETTY ADVANCEP. ARE YOU 

PREPARED FOR THAT? 


“TURNER WAS. 
SELECTED BECAUSE 
HIS RELATIONSHIP WITH 
HELEN HAD ALREADY BEGUN. 
HE WAS CLOSE ENOUGH TO 
HER. HE GAINED ACCESS TO 
HER BANK ACCOUNTS AND 
THROUGH THEM TO 
bgcyt 'S MONEY 


WANTE! 5 
THREATENED TO EXPOSE 
THE WHOLE SCHEME. 
THEY KILLEP HIM. 


THE TWO. 
HUNDRED FIFTY 
THOUSAND WAS 
AIS PAYMENT. 


JASON TURNER FOLLOWED 
ASTROLOGY. SOMEHOW HE 
AND THE ONE WHO HIRED HIM 
GOT TALKING ABOUT IT. HE 
NOTED THE KILLER 
WAS A GEMINI. 


WHAT IF I GOT INTO 


EARLY JUNE TIME PERIOD. IT 
MIGHT NARROW THINGS 
POWN. 


;. WHEN DOES 
THAT STOP SUCH 
AS WE? 
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ZED MORE THAN A 
EAM. A MEMORY. AN 


a NESEET SORRY, I DO; 
OFF. DREAMED DRI 
OF TACK'S ADVENTURE WE SHARED 

FATHER. IN 4%, 


POOR TED. I 
KNOW YOUR MOTHER'S 
DEATH LEFT A PALLOR ON 
HIS LIFE. AND THEN THERE 
WAS DIANA. SHE BROKE 
HIS HEART, TOO. 


DIAN AND L..OUR INTIMATE 
TIMES WOULD SHOCK YOU, 
PERHAPS. THE INTENSITY. 
AND I CAN'T HELP THINKING 
SOME OF THAT WAS DUE TO, 
THE ADVENTURES WE 





(& AND 0 
THEIR EXPLOITS LED 
FROM ONE THING TO 
THE NEXT. BLT I KNOW 
THE AFFAIR DIDN'T LAST 
LONG. BOTH OF THEM 
WERE NEWLY PARENTS. 













BLT THEN LARRY 
SACRIFICED HIS LIFE TO 
SAVE THE PLANET. MORE 
HEROIC ACT THAN DVE 
EVER DONE, SO I 

GUESS ie ower. 
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IT BRINGS ME CLOSER 
TO IT ALL. TO MY FATHER. 


IS THAT ALL YOU 
WANT OULIT OF LIFE, 
TACK? TO BE LIKE YOUR 
FATHER? A HEROF 








AND TED LOVED YOUR 
MOTHER IN THE ENP. DIANA TOO, 
HAD _A HUSBAND. LARRY. A PRIVATE 
DETECTIVE. SHABBY FELLOW. HE 
SEEMED DISREPUTABLE. UNWORTHY 
OF HER. OR SO TAY AND TERRY AND, 
I ALL THOUGHT. DIANA LOVED. 


HIM, THOUGH. 


IuUsED TO 








nye 


(as Ss a! n\n 


LAN 














COMPOUND. YOU CAN'T, 
FLY IN, TACK. 





7ARY 
DEFENSE. YOU'LL HAVE 
TO GUARD AGAINST 
THAT TOO. 








WHY? IT'S 
JUST MY MASK, 
TACK. 


AND FINALLY 
THERE ARE THE 
ARMORED GUARDS. I 
CAN'T HELP YOU THERE, 
TACK, YOU'LL JUST 
HAVE TO DO YOUR. 
BEST. 
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] OVER THE 5 
FENCE. NO. 
PRO! 


BLEMO. | 











“IZ HOPE TACK WILL BE 
‘| ALL RIGHT, WESLEY.” 





DY=y-[elant-]amaclele 


“THIS 1S WHAT 
SOME 
LOOKS LIKE” .- ie 





we 


